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Statutes of The Ecclesiastical Region of Tamilnadu and Pondicherry, India

PREAMBLE

“Although the individual Bishop is constituted through a canonical mission, the Shepherds of a definite portion of the flock of Christ, on whose behalf he exercises his sacred power, nonetheless, on account of the Sacrament of the Episcopate and Hierarchical Communion, he becomes a “homo catholicus”, that is, he is called to have a part of the care of all the churches (2 Cor 11:28), so that, together with the other Bishops, he may work at building up the entire church” (Congregation for Bishops with the approval of Pope Paul VI on the Feast of Chair of Peter 1973).


In the spirit of the above words of the Directory on the Pastoral Ministry of Bishops, the Bishops of Tamilnadu and Pondicherry set up an organization for the mutual animation and support, called THE TAMILNADU BISHOPS’ COUNCIL. The Diocesan Bishops of the THREE ecclesiastical provinces: Madras-Mylapore, Madurai and Pondicherry and Cuddalore in the state of Tamilnadu and Union Territory of Pondicherry in India, have been coming together for common pastoral planning and action for the past 35 years.


In the States of Tamilnadu and Pondicherry the language, culture, customs, problems, living conditions and lifestyle are common. Hence, now we would like to form into a canonical entity, by joining these three Ecclesiastical Provinces of  Madras-Mylapore, Madurai and Pondicherry and Cuddalore as per Canon 433, calling it an ECCLESIASTICAL REGION.
NAME

Art 1: The name of the Organization shall be The ECCLESIASTICAL REGION OF TAMILNADU AND PONDICHERRY (ERTP), hereinafter to be referred to as “The Ecclesiastical Region”.

NATURE

Art 2: The ERTP is an Ecclesiastical Region set forth in accordance with Canon 433 of CIC through which the Bishops of the Latin Rite of Tamilnadu and Pondicherry will jointly exercise pastoral offices for Christian faithful within the territory of their Region.

OBJECTIVES

Art 3:  The general purpose of the Ecclesiastical Region is to facilitate members in the coordinated study, common discussion of questions affecting the dioceses of the Region, evolving of common policy and planning and executing concerted pastoral action. In this way it is intended to bear witness to Christ more effectively in the service of the people of Tamilnadu and Pondicherry.

The objectives of the Ecclesiastical Region are:

§1. To foster collegiality and solidarity among its members and to jointly exercise their pastoral ministry through common programmes.

§2. To inspire, promote and coordinate the various religious charitable, social, cultural, educational and spiritual activities and services.

§3. To express through statements and representations, the common standpoint of its members on matters of common concern, falling within the limits of their jurisdiction.

§4. To issue liturgical instructions and promote active participation of the Faithful according to the Magisterium of the Church and in consonance with the general and cultural traditions of the Region.

§5. To impart education in catholic educational institutions all over the Region with a stress on Christian formation.

§6. To adapt programmes of Priestly Formation to the special needs and challenges of the Region, in the light of the instructions of the Holy See and the Charter for the Priestly Formation for India.

§7. To encourage, ensure and devise ways and means for increasing the active participation of the laity in the life and mission of the Church particularly in the socio-political sphere.

§8. To train people in the proper use of the Mass Media with stress on the Regional language (Tamil) and culture. 

§9. To coordinate the activities of the Diocesan Pastoral Centers in the Region.

§10. To conduct necessary consultations, seminars and research studies on issues relating to the life of the Church in the Region.

§11. To establish, supervise and direct the Regional Centers and Organizations set-up by the Ecclesiastical Region and to moderate and ensure that the Regional Centers and Organizations established by the Ecclesiastical Region fulfill the functions for which they are established.

§12.  To inspire and coordinate the missionary activities of the Church in the Region, in such a way as to promote an evangelization that is totally effective.

§13. To recognize the rights and obligations of the other sui juris Churches, located in territory of Tamilnadu and Pondicherry and have a wider consultation with them in supra-ritual matters for the common good.

§14. To print, publish and distribute Audio Visual materials for the diffusion of religion and secular knowledge in keeping with the educational, social, charitable, and moral ideals of the ecclesiastical region.

§15. To provide residential accommodation, either free of cost or for nominal consideration, and to educate, train and assist financially in the education and training of teachers, social workers, students and other personnel for the purpose of the organization, irrespective of caste or creed.

§16. To raise and acquire funds local and foreign and use any gift, donation or foundation and to undertake and carry out the offices, duties and functions of Organization.

§17. To subscribe or give donations to any other charitable institutions with similar objectives.

§18. To establish adequate fora to settle the disputes of individuals and different ecclesiastical bodies in the Region.

§19. To do all such other lawful acts and deeds as are essential or conducive to the attainment of the objects of the Ecclesiastical Region.

§20. To prepare, translate and finalize liturgical texts in the Regional language Tamil and use them in the Region after the approval of the same by the Holy See. 

§21. To assist, guide and coordinate the pastoral and apostolic activities of the Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life and of Clergy and of the Lay Faithful in the Ecclesiastical Region.   

COMPETENCE

Art 4: The Ecclesiastical Region in any of its functions shall in no way interfere with the rights of its own members (individual Bishops). Hence,

§1. It shall not limit, prejudice or interfere with the authority or work of its members in their jurisdiction.

§2. It shall not interfere with the authority and function of the Metropolitan Archbishop within his Ecclesiastical Province.

§3. Its decision and resolutions shall have by themselves no binding force on the members or their subjects. However, the members in spirit of collaboration and solidarity will implement them.

§4. It shall have power to make general decrees when such power is delegated to it by the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India in accordance with the Statutes of CCBI (cf. Art.4, § 4).

MEMBERSHIP

Art 5: The following persons shall be the members of the Ecclesiastical Region:

§1. All diocesan bishops of the Latin Rite within the Region, in the:

Ecclesiastical Province of Madras – Mylapore.

Ecclesiastical Province of Madurai.

Ecclesiastical Province of Pondicherry and Cuddalore.
§2. Those considered equivalent to them in law.

§3. Coadjutor and Auxiliary bishops of the Latin Rite within the above mentioned three Ecclesiastical Provinces.

Art 6: A member ceases to belong to the Ecclesiastical Region when the juridical reason justifying his membership in the Ecclesiastical Region no longer exists (cf. Art.5.).

SUBSCRIPTION 

Art 7: Each Latin Rite Diocesan Bishop within the territory of Tamilnadu and Pondicherry will contribute yearly a sum determined by the Ecclesiastical Region from time to time for the functioning of the Ecclesiastical Region. 

RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERS

Art 8: Only members shall be entitled:

§1.  To propose items for the Agenda of the General Body Meeting of the Ecclesiastical Region.

§2. To an active voice in all elections and to a deliberate vote on decisions or resolutions proposed in the Ecclesiastical Region.

§3. To be elected for any office of the Ecclesiastical Region. However for the offices of President and Vice President only those members who are diocesan bishops are eligible (Explanation: A Coadjutor or an Auxiliary bishop cannot be elected President or Vice President).

ORGANIZATION

Art 9: The Ecclesiastical Region comprises of:

General Body.

Office Bearers.

Secretariat.

Commissions, Committees, Councils, Centers, and Special Ministries.

GENERAL BODY MEETING

Art 10: There shall be a General Body Meeting of the Ecclesiastical Region consisting of all the members, as referred to in Art 5. At the General Body Meeting the bishops shall review the situations of the Region and assess the progress made, and in the light of its own objectives, it shall decide on plans that may be called for.

Art 11: The Ordinary General Body Meeting of the Ecclesiastical Region shall be held twice a year, generally in January and July.

Art 12: Extraordinary General Body Meeting shall be held as and when necessary.

Art 13: The quorum for all General Body Meeting shall be two third of the total members of the Ecclesiastical Region.

Art 14: Notice of the meeting shall be given to all members at least three weeks in advance. However, in case of an emergency, the President can call for an extraordinary Meeting at a shorter notice.

Art 15: The Meeting shall be presided over by the President or Vice President.  In the absence of both the President and Vice President, the senior most member by age will preside over the meeting.

OFFICE BEARERS

Art 16: There shall be the following office bearers for the Ecclesiastical Region:

A President

A Vice President

A Secretary 

 
A Treasurer

Art 17: There shall be a Bishop Chairman for each of the Commissions, Committees, Councils, Centers and Special Ministries of the Ecclesiastical Region.

TERM OF OFFICE

Art 18: Persons elected to the posts of the President, the Vice President, the Secretary and the Treasurer are elected for a period of four years and they can be reelected for one more term consecutively.

Art 19: The Chairman of the Commissions, Committees, Councils, Centers, and Special Ministries are elected for a period of four years and they can be re-elected for one more term consecutively.

Art 20: If the convocation of an Ordinary General Body is delayed, the Office bearers and Chairman of Centers, Commissions and Committees shall continue to function until the next General Body Meeting.

Art 21: The following norms have to be followed for voting:

§1. With regard to election of persons a majority of those who must be summoned are to be present.

§2. For the election of President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer, one who gets absolute majority of those present shall be considered as elected. Should there be two inconclusive scrutinies, a vote has to be taken between the two candidates with a greater number of votes or if they are more than two, between the two seniors by age. After the third inconclusive scrutiny, that person is deemed elected who is senior in age.

§3. For the election of Chairmen of Commissions, Committees and Centers one who gets a simple majority of those present shall be considered as elected. 

§4. With regard to all other matters, provided a majority of those who must be summoned is present, whatever is to be decided has to be done so by an absolute majority of those present. If the votes are equal after two scrutinies, the person presiding can cast a vote for break the tie.

Art 22: Voting at the General Body Meeting shall be as follows:

§1. Elections of individual persons are done always by secret ballot.

§2. For other matters, it is done by a show of hands, unless at least two of the members present ask, before the voting begins, for a secret ballot.

OFFICE BEARERS

Art 23: The office bearers of the Ecclesiastical Region shall be the President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer.

POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE OFFICE BEARERS

Art 24: The President of the Ecclesiastical Region shall:

§1. Ordinarily represent the Ecclesiastical Region on matters within its competence, especially vis-à-vis the Holy See, the Conference of Catholic Bishops of India (CCBI) and other Episcopal Bodies in the country.

§2. Decide in consultation with the Vice President and Secretary, the date, the place, and the agenda of the General Body Meeting of the Ecclesiastical Region.

§3. Preside over all meetings of the Ecclesiastical Region and guide their deliberations.

Art 25: The Vice President of the Ecclesiastical Region shall assist the President in discharging his duties and take place in his absence.

Art 26: The Secretary of the Ecclesiastical Region shall:

§1. In consultation with the President and Vice President of the Ecclesiastical Region prepare the Agenda of all meetings and submit the same to the President for approval.

§2. Notify the members of the time and the place of the meeting of the Ecclesiastical Region and record the minutes of the meetings.

§3. Be responsible for the execution of the decisions and policies of the Ecclesiastical Region.

§4. Be in-charge of the Secretariat.

§5. Appoint the non-resident clerical staff whenever necessary.

§6. Inform the general public, and especially the clergy, religious and laity of the activities of the Ecclesiastical Region.

§7. Coordinate the activities of the Commissions, Committees and Centers.

Art 27: The Treasurer of the Ecclesiastical Region shall:

§1. Draw up a consolidated annual budget to be approved by the General Body.

§2. Disburse funds as may be required within the approved budget.

§3. Monitor the income and expenditure, together with the Chairman of  each Commission.

§4. Maintain accounts of the Ecclesiastical Region.

§5. Present the consolidated Statement of Accounts of the Ecclesiastical Region in the General Body Meeting.

§6. Look into the legal matters like Income Tax and FCRA formalities. 

VACANCIES

Art 28: In case of the demise, resignation or permanent disability of an office bearer of Ecclesiastical Region, his place shall be filled as follows:

§1. In the case of the President, the Vice President shall ipso facto become President of the Ecclesiastical Region for the remaining period of the office of the President.

§2. In case of Vice President or Secretary or Treasurer, the President in consultation with the other members of the Ecclesiastical Region shall nominate a bishop as Vice President or Secretary or Treasurer as the case may be until the next General Body meeting of the Region.

HEADQUARTERS

Art 29: The Headquarters of the Ecclesiastical Region shall be at:

TNLBC Centre, 

42, Santhome High Road, 

Mylapore

Chennai – 600 004

Tamilnadu

India.

Art 30: The Secretariat of the Ecclesiastical Region shall function from the Headquarters.

COMMISSIONS, COMMITTEES, COUNCILS, CENTRES, AND SPECIAL MINISTRIES
Art 31: Only the General Body of the Ecclesiastical Region shall have the power to establish Commissions, Committees, Councils, Centers, and Special Ministries or suppress them.

Art 32: Each Commission, Committee, Council, Center, and Special Ministry shall consist of a Chairman and Secretary/Director.

Art 33: The task of the Commission, Committee, Council, Center, and Special Ministry is to carry out the work entrusted to it by the Ecclesiastical Region by conducting training programmes and animating the works of the Diocesan Commissions, Committees, Councils, Centers, and Special Ministries.

Art 34: Each Commission, Committee, Council, Center and Special Ministry shall present its Annual Statement of Accounts, and the annual budget at the Annual meeting of the General Body of the Ecclesiastical Region for approval. Each Commission, Committee, Council, Centre, and Special Ministry shall be authorized to raise funds required for its activities and programmes.

Art 35: It is the duty of all Commissions, Committees, Councils, Centers, and Special Ministries to submit an annual report of their activities to the Ecclesiastical Region at its Annual General Body Meeting.

RELATION TO CCBI 

Art 36: The Ecclesiastical Region of Tamilnadu and Pondicherry (ERTP) relates itself to the CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC BISHOPS OF INDIA (CCBI). It will share information and experiences in a written report to the Plenary Assembly of the CCBI.

PROPERTY AND FUNDS

Art 37: All movable and immovable property and funds of the Ecclesiastical Region are to be administered by the General Body. The President and the Treasurer shall have delegated powers to sign, execute and register any deeds, documents or instruments in connection with the financial affairs of the Ecclesiastical Region.

Art 38: All bank accounts, deposits and other investments shall be opened, kept and maintained in the name of the Ecclesiastical Region. The Bank account or accounts of the Ecclesiastical Region shall be operated singly by anyone of the following, namely, the President and the Treasurer as decided by the General Body.

AMENDMENTS AND APPROVAL

Art 39: The General Body of the Ecclesiastical Region has the power to add, delete, amend and modify any part of these articles of the statutes and to make rules necessary for the better functioning of the Ecclesiastical Region in the General Body Meeting of the Ecclesiastical Region. Such resolutions shall be passed by the General Body as a Special Resolution by three fourth majority of the members present. 

Art 40: The eventual modifications of these Statutes will be communicated to the Competent Authority in the Roman Curia for information and approval.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * *

The General Body of the Tamilnadu Bishops’ Council approved these Statutes unanimously in their Annual Meeting on 28th October 2011 at Thiruchirapalli.

Place:  Thiruchirapalli

Date: 
  28.10.2011














Most Rev. Dr. A.M. Chinnappa
Archbishop of Madras-Mylapore,
President, 

Tamilnadu Bishops’ Council.

Most Rev. Dr. Susaimanickam
Bishop of Sivagangai
Secretary,

Tamilnadu Bishops’ Council.
Signature of the TNBC  members:
Name









Signature
1. Most Rev. Dr. A.M. Chinnappa, President

2. Most Rev. Dr. Peter Remigius, Vice President
3. Most Rev. Dr. Susaimanickam, Secretary.
4. Most Rev. Dr. Yvon Ambroise, Treasurer
5. Most Rev. Dr. Peter Fernando
6. Most Rev. Dr. Antony Anandarayar
7. Most Rev. Dr. Antony Devotta
8. Most Rev. Dr. A. Neethinathan
9. Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Aquinas
10. Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Antony Irudayaraj
11. Most Rev. Dr. Devadass Ambrose
12. Most Rev. Dr. S. Singaroyan
13. Most Rev. Dr. Antony Pappusamy
14. Most Rev. Dr. A. Amalraj
15. Most Rev. Dr. Jude Paulraj
16. Most Rev. Dr. P. Sounderraj
17. Most Rev. Dr. F. Antonisamy
18. Most Rev. Dr. Lawrence Pius
